A FEW months before Goethe died, he wrote about Faiist;
"The work is like the history of the world and men, in which
the solution of every problem gives rise to a new problem which
needs to be solved.* His remark illustrates the character of the
composition of the work, for he found himself continually
wrestling with the unforeseen implications of each section or
fragment as it was completed. And not only he. In the four
decades after the publication of Faust, cin Fragment, many writers
tried to "complete" it; and even after the whole was published,
there have been numerous "Third Parts" offered die world.
Faust-critidsm too shows a never-ending wrestling, from genera-
tion to generation, with different aspects and newly discovered
implications.
The work challenges and entices, not only as the statement of a
specific problem of human relationships, but as a symbol of
human progress. Indeed, Goethe made the observation that it
has the rare property of showing a human spirit that enjoys and
suffers from all the essential experiences of mankind.2 Works
1  Letter to H. Meyer, July 20th> 1831.
2  Goethe, Werke, Weimar, Bd. 41 (2), pp. 339-341.
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